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NORTHERN PLAINS FARM LABOR

LINCOLN, Neb. May 30, 2019 - In the Northern Plains Region (Kansas, Nebraska, North
Dakota, and South Dakota) there were 30,000 workers hired directly by farm operators on farms
and ranches during the week of April 7-13, 2019, down 6 percent from the April 2018 reference
week, according to USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service. Workers numbered

25,000 during the week of January 6-12, 2019, unchanged from the January 2018 reference
week.

Farm operators paid their hired workers an average wage of $15.58 per hour during the April
2019 reference week, up 6 percent from the April 2018 reference week. Field workers received
an average of $16.13 per hour, up $1.61. Livestock workers earned $13.42 per hour compared
with $13.47 a year earlier. The field and livestock worker combined wage rate, at $14.60, was up
60 cents from the April 2018 reference week. Hired laborers worked an average of 42.9 hours
during the April 2019 reference week, compared with 41.0 hours worked during the April 2018
reference week.

Farm operators in the Northern Plains Region paid their hired workers an average wage of
$15.79 per hour during the January 2019 reference week, up 7 percent from the January 2018
reference week. Field workers received an average of $16.64 per hour, up $1.88. Livestock
workers earned $13.42 per hour, compared with $13.47 a year ago. The field and livestock
worker combined wage rate at $14.70, was up 65 cents from the January 2018 reference week.
Hired laborers worked an average of 42.9 hours during the January 2019 reference week,
compared with 41.4 hours worked during the January 2018 reference week.

Access the National publication for this release at:
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/x920fw89s

Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.nass.usda.gov
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NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely,
accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for the "NASS
Data User Community."

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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